SVARC Monthly Newsletter October 2020
Seaway Valley Amateur Radio Club
Next Club Meeting: Wednesday October 28th, 2020
Virtual meeting on repeater—VE3PGC 443.650 and Echolink until further notice.

Time: 19:00h (07:00 PM)
Guest Speaker: Cancelled until further notice

P R E S I D E N T ’ S M E S S A G E - L a r r y G i g u e r e ( VA 3 R S Q )
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So not much to say this month. Camping season is done for
the year unfortunately.
Covid 19 is not going away for a while by the looks of it so we
cant get together with one another. We know St John Ambulance has restricted the use of their facility until further notice
so it could carry on for months the way things are going.
Hopefully all our members have stayed away from contacting
the virus. It is something I don’t wish on anyone. One of my
friends caught it and suffered for 14 days in the hospital and
another month at home.
So with that in mind everyone be safe, wear a mask when out
and wash your hands regularly. Our monthly meeting will be
held on the last Wednesday of the month on VE3PGC until
further notice.

Final Thoughts
Previous Minutes

Weekly SVARC VHF/UHF Net:
Monday on VE3SVC (147.180+ MHz; CTCSS 110.9 Hz.) at
7:00 PM local time, followed by a 70CM net on VE3PGC

10
11-12

F ro m t he Edi to r - Mu rray M acD o nn ell ( VE 3XL J)
Howdy fellow Hams! Steve, VE3EZE has graciously allowed me to try my hand at publishing the
Club Newsletter for a spell while he takes a break. Thanks Steve for all your hard work putting this
together over the last years. Rest up and hurry back!
I want to say that I, for one, miss the normal “face to face” meetings with the coffee and chatter in
between the necessary business discussions and am looking forward to the day, if and when, the
Covid mask restrictions are lifted. Being a person who has to wear glasses and have them steam up
with every exhale, that day cannot come quickly enough!
I know we have at least one new Ham in our midst and want to welcome Daniel Theriault VA3SDO
to the Club. I know that he worked hard while Covid was upon us and has jumped into the hobby
“with both feet” getting his antennas in place before our inevitable Winter arrives. On that note I do
want to encourage other club members to keep an eye peeled for folks interested in our hobby and
help them along in whatever way works best for you. Use your talents! New blood is needed in any
organization if it is to remain alive and active!
Summer passed quickly and I am sure we will all have antenna stories to tell when we get back together again. I would like to see us do a “foxhunt” or “rabbit hunt” as I have heard it referred to last
week. Any activity that sharpens our skills and encourages camaraderie is a good thing!
Also, I want to continue to see Member Biographies published every month, I find them extremely
interesting and they are a GREAT way to get to know our fellow Club Members, their background,
their interests and their talents! Please DON’T be shy! Being an outsider and “coming from away” I
had never met any others in this Club prior to my first meeting. Flesh out a Bio and tell us about
yourself and how you got into the hobby. Send them along to me and I’ll take care of the rest.
All for now.. Get those fingers typing!
‘73
Murray
VE3XLJ

Meeting Agenda — General (Monthly) Meeting—Wednesday, October 28th, 2020
General (Monthly) Meeting
Wednesday October 28th, 2020
On Air Meeting on VE3PGC
07:00 PM Meeting starts
Business Arising :
Minutes of last meeting September 30th – Chris (VA3CRR)
Treasurers Report –

Elizabeth (VE3EZH)

Net Controllers Report –

Tom (VA3KD)

Newsletter Report –

Murray MacDonnell (VE3XLJ)

Miscellaneous Reports
Repeater Report -

Doug (VE3HTR)

Web Report –

Ed (VE3EAH)

ARES Report –

Earle (VE3IMP)

New Business

Presentation:
None till further notice
Upcoming Events
Simulated Emergency Exercise, Oct 31st, 2020
Hallowe’en and Christmas!!
Adjournment:
Date, time and place of next meeting: Wednesday, November 25th, 2020 at 7PM at the new location for St John Ambulance ( depending on COVID-19) , or “On the Air” on PGC

An interesting fact….
Our Club has about 42 licensed members..
A quick search shows up about 146 licensed Amateur Radio License holders in out general area, not including the boys to the North in Moose Creek or West in Morrisburg. A ratio of
about 1 in 4.
Any ideas how to grow the Club? I’m sure Larry would be extremely interested in any ideas
you may have!

Got any old pictures of bygone days you can share? We can make a Memories Page!

Recognize anyone??
GOOD NEWS!
Solar Cycle 25 has begun. During a media event on Tuesday, experts from NASA and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) discussed their analysis and predictions about the new solar cycle – and how the coming upswing in space weather will impact
our lives and technology on Earth, as well as astronauts in space.
We should see increased activity on our Ham bands! Keep an ear peeled!

This & That

Nov 1, 2020 - Daylight Saving Time Ends
Don’t forget!!
Sunrise and sunset will be about 1 hour earlier on Nov 1, 2020 than the day before. There
will be more light in the morning. Also called Fall Back and Winter Time.

***************************************************************************************************************************************************

Paranoia has reached absurd stages.. I sneezed in front of my laptop and it started a virus
scan on it’s own!
************************************

I checked in to the Intercontinental Amateur Traffic Net last week.. If you haven’t done so,
check them out on 14.300 USB. That net runs 07:00 to 12:00 EST, followed by the Maritime
Mobile Service Net.
Their website is http://www.intercontinentalnet.org/

Maritime https://www.mmsn.org/
I know that my two older brothers who were Amateurs and avid sailors used these nets while
on the High Seas.
*******************************

Well Folks, that’s all I have for you. I hope you all can find something to send in to contribute
to the next Newsletter!
‘73 Murray

Ever heard of Forget-me-Not’s??. Pretty aren’t they! Bet you gave one to a Sweetheart!

I’m sure you have,
So… this is a reminder to Not to Forget to pay Your Club dues for 2021! That’s right, it’s YOUR
Club and it’s your funds that keep the repeaters on the air and the coffee pot full at the
meetings. The camaraderie, keeping up with the local Ham happenings and the new friends
you make are a bonus!
Please contact Elizabeth VA3EZH and make arrangements to get your $$ to her.
Also, if you have not joined and enjoy the world of radios and the use of the local repeaters,
why not join today? Many hands and members make light work!

A Plea For Your Input
Earlier, I had asked for all members to write a Bio of their journey along the path to Amateur Radio. Now I
want to ask that anyone with an interest in a particular facet of Ham Radio to submit a article or a story for
me to publish.
Are you an avid DX’er? SWL’er? A digital user? A technical Ham and build things? Build antennas? Build mailbox switches? Tell the rest of us about your latest excursions and projects! We’d love to hear from you!
Also, why not send me a picture of your “Shack” or Tower, your work projects or whatever, and share it with
the rest of the Club. We are all interested in what others have and are doing!

A “Seasoned” Ham at work!

Pictured above is Tom Todd, VA3KD, operating CW, his preferred mode!!

My rather expensive clothesline prior to the installation this summer.

Seaway Valley Amateur Radio Club

SVARC Executive 2020—2021
• President: Larry Giguere (VA3RSQ)

www.svarc.ca

4672 O’Keefe Road
St. Andrews West, ON
K0C2A0

The Seaway Valley Amateur Radio Club operates a number of repeaters
in Cornwall and Area. VE3SVC is a VHF Yaesu Fusion digital repeater
operating on both analog and C4FM modes at 147.180 + and a tone of
110.9 Hz. On UHF, VE3PGC (previously VE3MTA), also a Yaesu Fusion
repeater with wide area coverage, is located at Bonville. It operates at
443.650 + and a tone of 110.9 Hz. For other repeaters see the Repeater
Page.

• Vice President: Doug Pearson (VE3HTR)
• Secretary: Chris Lauzon (VA3CRR)
• Treasurer: Elizabeth Halliwell (VE3EZH)
• Technical Consultant: Doug Pearson
• Club Membership: Elizabeth Halliwell
• Net Manager: Tom Todd (VA3KD)
• ARES Coordinator: Earle DePass (VE3IMP)
• Editor/Publisher: Murray MacDonnell (VE3XLJ)

Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES)
The Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) is composed of certified Radio Amateurs who have voluntarily registered their qualifications and equipment for communications duty in the public service when disaster strikes.

Upcoming Events
Speaking of ARES….
A Simulated Emergency Test (SET) will be held on the local repeaters
on October 31th, 9 am to Noon. Please refer to the emails from RAC
for details and contact Earle DePass if you would like to participate.
Presently we have the following stations participating.
VE3IMP, VE3XLJ, VA3GBV, VA3EV
The Seaway Valley Amateur
Radio Club is a proud
Radio Amateurs of Canada
Affiliated Club.

The SVARC Repeater reports are available on the club website under “Area Repeater List”
https://www.svarc.ca/

SEAWAY VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB INC.

4672 O’Keefe Road
St. Andrews West, Ontario, K0C 2A0
Minutes of the General Meeting held at 7:00PM, September 30, 2020
Via RF Due to COVID -19

Present
Members attended this meeting: 10 members : Larry Giguere President (VA3RSQ), Doug Pearson Vice President (VE3HTR), Elizabeth Halliwell Treasurer (VE3EZH), Chris Lauzon Secretary (VA3CRR), Ed Halliwell
(VE3EAH), Murray MacDonnell (VE3XLJ), Roger Belanger (VA3GBV), Tom Todd (VA3KD), Dave Bernard
(VE3JLV), Leonard Boileau (VE3OLB)
Opening
SVARC President Larry Giguere called meeting to order at 7:00 PM.
Old Business
Review and approval of the minutes from our previous Meeting of June 24, 2020; The Minutes were read by
Chris. Motion to approve by Tom and seconded by Elizabeth, carried.
Reports
Treasurer’s Report:
We are still waiting for our 2019 income tax return. There was no motion made, as we don’t want to publicly
advertise our financials.

Monday Night Net:

Tom reported for the Month of June we had 66 check in’s on VE3SVC, 61 on VE3PGC and 30 on DMR for a total of 157.
For July we had 52 on VE3SVC, 47 on VE3PGC, and 22 on DMR for a total of 121. For August we had 56 on VE3SVC, 53
on VE3PGC and 21 on DMR for a total of 130.

Newsletter Report :
No newsletter, we are in need of a newsletter editor. Steve Harvey no longer has the time. Thank you for your effort,
Steve.

Technical Report:
Doug has nothing to report. Keep an eye on his repeater list on the website for any changes.

ARES Report:
No report

Website update:
Ed made some changes to the swap page.

50/50 Draw :
No draw due to RF meeting.

New Business
Doug advised us on the behalf of St. John Ambulance that third-party users are not able to us their facilities
currently due to the change in COVID restrictions.
Presentation:
None due to COVID-19

Upcoming Events
TBD due to COVID-19

Meeting Adjourned:
Motioned by Larry at 7:17 PM
Next meeting:
To be held October 28, 2020 on VE3PGC at 7:00 PM.
Minutes recorded by Chris Lauzon (VA3CRR)

